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Candle Fire Safety

Candles can improve the ambiance and share

a pleasant aroma in households; however,

with any open flame, there is a risk of a fire
starting. Candle fires were the cause of 4% of
reported home fires and 3% of home fire deaths
from 2018-2022, according to the National Fire
Protection Association, with an average of 20
home candle fires reported daily.

In that same five-year span, candles were the second leading cause of bedroom fires and the fifth leading
cause of living room fires. Half of all reported candle fires started due to a lit candle placed too close to
a flammable decor.

These high numbers during the holidays reflect increased
candle use, more decorations, and combustible products
around the candles.

The information presented is for general reference only. HAl Group makes no representation or warranty about the accuracy or applicability of this
HAI Grou p ) information for any particular use or circumstance. Your use of this information is at your own discretion and risk. HAl Group and any author or con-
¢ tributor identified herein assume no responsibility for your use of this information. You should consult with your legal, professional or subject matter
advisor before implementing any new strategy or policy.
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Annual Candle Fire Statistics

(during the five-year period of 2018-2022)
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Candle Safety Tips

Use flameless candles or candle warmers in your homes—they look and smell the same
as burning candles.

Blow out all candles when you leave a room or go to bed.
Avoid using candles in the bedroom and other areas where people may fall asleep.
Keep candles at least 12 inches from anything that can burn and three inches from each other.

Never extinguish candles with water, as the water may cause
the hot wax to splatter and the glass container to break. Use
a snuffer instead.

Take extreme caution when using candles during
a power outage. Flashlights are a safer source
of light when the power fails.

Never use candles as a nightlight.

Never use candles if oxygen is used in the home.

Place candles where children or pets cannot knock them over.

Never burn candles to the bottom. Stop using candles when two inches of the wax remains, or one-half
inch is in the container. Always wait until the candle has completely cooled off before disposing into
an appropriate trash container.

Burn candles away from drafts, vents, ceiling fans, and air currents to help prevent rapid, uneven burning.

Read and follow the manufacturer’s instructions for candle use. Most manufacturers recommend burning
a candle for only a couple of hours at a time.

Install working smoke detectors on every level of the home. Working smoke detectors reduce the risk
of dying in a home fire by nearly 60%. Test batteries once per month.

Interested in working with HAI Group to manage your agency'’s risk?

Contact us for assistance and answers today!
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