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Driving in Winter Weather

Preparing for hazardous road conditions in the winter
is critical. During winter weather events, it’s important

to remember the Smith System’s 5 Keys to Safe Driving:
1. Aim high

. Get the big picture
. Keep your eyes moving
. Leave yourself an out

. Make sure they see you

Avoid driving during a winter storm unless it’s an emergency. If you do
drive during a storm, give yourself extra time to get to your destination.
Stay calm and don’t rush. Keep your headlights turned on so drivers
can see you and stay clear of their blind spots.

Be Prepared
Follow these tips and best practices before driving:
Have a mechanic perform a full-service check on vehicles before the winter months.
Create a daily checklist to reference before and after use of vehicles, and immediately address
any missing items or issues:
Gas
Wiper Blades

Brakes

Headlights
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e Tires
° lce scraper

o Emergency items (e.g., extra water, blankets, gloves, and hats.)
* Remove all snow and ice buildup on vehicles.

* Ensure vehicles include a spare tire in
good condition.

Winter Driving Tips
Follow these tips and best practices when driving during winter weather conditions:

» Stay off the roads unless it's an emergency. If you must drive, wait until roads are plowed and treated.

* Never pass snowplows or sanding trucks; roads - ;AR \\‘
Ly . . Ny

may be more dangerous in front of them.
* Reduce speed and give yourself extra room to stop.
° Brake gently to avoid skidding.
* Keep your lights on to increase visibility.

* Keep your windshield clean; make sure your vehicle
has plenty of windshield washer fluid.

* Use low gears for traction, especially on hills.

* Drive cautiously on bridges and overpasses, which
freeze over first in cold temperatures.

» Stay focused and alert; scan ahead for hazards
and never drive distracted.

If your rear wheels skid:

* Take your foot off the accelerator pedal.

Steer in the direction you want the front wheel to go.

With standard brakes, pump gently.

With anti-lock brakes, do not pump. Instead, apply steady pressure to the brakes.
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If your front wheels skid:
Take your foot off the accelerator pedal and shift to ‘neutral.’ Do not attempt to steer right away.

As the wheels skid sideways, they will slow the vehicle and return traction. When this happens,
steer in the direction you want to go and put the vehicle into ‘drive, then accelerate gently.

If you get stuck:

Do not spin your wheels; this will
only worsen the situation.

Turn your wheels from side-to-
side to clear snow. Use a shovel
if necessary.

Pour sand or salt in the path of
your vehicle’s wheels to assist
with traction.

Apply light pressure to the vehicle’s
accelerator pedal to ease your
vehicle out.

Interested in working with HAI Group to manage your agency'’s risk?

Contact us for assistance and answers today!
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